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Eugenics



Darwin, 1859



Darwin, 1859



http://www.eugenicsarchive.org/eugenics/list2.pl

1863

Social Darwinism & Eugenics

• Francis Galton (Darwin’s cousin)

• Coined the term “Eugenics”: Helping mother nature along 

by promoting breeding by “fitter” persons and discouraging 

or preventing breeding by less “fit” persons

• Social Darwinism: Inherent superiority of white race

• Justification for Imperialism / Colonialism



Alexander Graham Bell

“The influence of selection in modifying our 

breeds of animals is most marked, and it is 

reasonable to suppose that if we could apply 

selection to the human race we could also 

produce modifications or varieties of men.” 

A.G. Bell, 1883



Alexander Graham Bell

“The influence of selection in modifying our breeds of animals is 
most marked, and it is reasonable to suppose that if we could apply 
selection to the human race we could also produce modifications or 
varieties of men.” A.G. Bell, 1883



U. S. population

Deaf-Mutes born 

to Deaf-Mutes 



Logo of the Second International Eugenics Congress, NY, NY (1921)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Eugenics_Conference



“The White Man’s Burden”
Rudyard Kipling, 1899

“White people have an obligation to rule over, and encourage the cultural 

development of people from other ethnic and cultural backgrounds until they 

can take their place in the world economically and socially…The rich have a 

moral duty and obligation to help "the poor" "better" themselves”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_White_Man's_Burden

Take up the White Man's burden--

Send forth the best ye breed--

Go bind your sons to exile

To serve your captives' need;

To wait in heavy harness,

On fluttered folk and wild--

Your new-caught, sullen peoples,

Half-devil and half-child…..

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/kipling.asp

Take up the White Man's burden--

And reap his old reward:

The blame of those ye better,

The hate of those ye guard--

The cry of hosts ye humour

(Ah, slowly!) toward the light:--

"Why brought he us from bondage,

Our loved Egyptian night?“….





J. Langdon Down, MD

• First description of autism

• First description of what we now call “Down Syndrome” (Trisomy 21)

• First attempt to classify causes of mental disability



“Observations on an

Ethnic Classification of Idiots”
J. Langdon Down, 1866

“Among the large number of idiots and imbeciles 

that have come under my observation….a 

considerable portion can be fairly referred to one 

of the great divisions of the human family other 

than the class from which they have sprung…A 

very large number of idiots are congenital 

mongols. So marked is this that, when placed side 

by side, it is difficult to believe that the specimens 

compared are not children of the same parents.”



“Mongolism”
(Down Syndrome; Trisomy 21)



International Eugenics Movement

First International Eugenics Congress (1912)

London, 1912. British Eugenics Education Society; American Breeders' 
Association; 400 delegates including many governmental dignitaries. 
Leonard Darwin, the son of Charles Darwin, presiding. One speaker 
proposes compulsory sterilization as the best method to cut off “defective 
germ-plasm.” 

Second International Eugenics Congress (1921)

American Museum of Natural History, NYC. Supported by U.S. State 
Department. Alexander Graham Bell honorary president. L. Darwin advocates 
eugenic measures aimed at "elimination of the unfit.”

Third International Eugenics Congress (1932)

American Museum of Natural History. Predicts the doom of civilization 
unless eugenic measures are implemented. (Nazis cite conference 
recommendations as basis for their policies.)

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Eugenics_Conference



Also see: http://www.amphilsoc.org/mole/view?docId=ead/Mss.575.06.Am3-ead.xml



Racial Hygiene – Medicine Under the Nazis. R.N.Proctor, 1988



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_for_the_Prevention_of_Hereditarily_Diseased_Offspring
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_eugenics

“We are not alone.” Nazi poster promoting forced sterilization of unfit persons. 

Flags: Other countries that supposedly had or were considering similar policies.



Racial Hygiene – Medicine Under the Nazis. R.N.Proctor, 1988



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_for_the_Prevention_of_Hereditarily_Diseased_Offspring
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazi_eugenics

This poster (from around 1938) reads: "60,000 Reichsmarks is what this person 
suffering from a hereditary defect costs the People's community during his 
lifetime. Fellow citizen, that is your money too. Read ‘A New People', the 
monthly magazine of the Bureau for Race Politics of the NSDAP."



1962-1968



Race



Supreme Court endorses 

“Separate but equal…”

8 to 1

Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896







“In the field of public education, the doctrine of ‘separate but equal’ 

has no place. Separate educational facilities are inherently unequal.”

Brown v. Board of Education, 1954
United States Supreme Court unanimously overturns Plessy

Monroe Elementary School, Topeka KS

Linda Brown, a third grader, had to walk six blocks to her school bus stop to ride to Monroe Elementary, her segregated 

black school one mile away, while Sumner Elementary, a white school, was seven blocks from her house.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown_v._Board_of_Education



Little Rock, AK (1957)

� Gov. Orval Faubus orders AK Nat’l Guard to prevent 

black students from entering Little Rock Central 

H.S., defying Supreme Court ruling in Brown



Little Rock, AK (1957)

� President Eisenhower federalizes AK Nat’l 

guard, orders them to return to barracks

� Deploys units of the 101st Airborne from Ft. 

Campbell to escort black students, and to 

maintain order







“The Problem We All Live With” – Norman Rockwell, 1964



Disability





The ARC
• 1950: Founded as National Association of Parents and 

Friends of Mentally Retarded Children (shortened to 
“The Association for Retarded Children”)

• 1952: Creates a Research Advisory Board
• 1963: Promotes passage of the  Mental Retardation 

Facilities Construction Act (P.L. 88-164)
• 1964: Issues Manual of Information for Armed Forces 

Personnel with Mentally Retarded Dependents 
• 1968 +: Advocates de-institutionalization
• 1973: Renamed Association for Retarded Citizens
• 1992: Renamed The ARC

http://www.thearc.org/page.aspx?pid=2344



JFK: 1960-1963

� 1961: Convenes panel of experts to develop "A 
National Plan to Combat Mental Retardation." 

� 1963: Addresses Congress to urge passage of the 
Maternal and Child Health and Mental Retardation 
Planning Act, and the Community Mental Health 
Construction Act (passed, October 1963)

� Today: 
– Mental Retardation & Developmental Disabilities Research Centers 

(MRDDRS’s)

– Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental & Related 
Disabilities (LEND)

– Administration on Developmental Disabilities (ADD)

– University Centers on Excellence in Developmental Disabilities 
(UCEDDs)



1960s-70s: De-Institutionalization





Education for All Handicapped (EHA):

Public Law 94-142 (1975)

• Federal Grant to the States, which requires recipient states to provide:

• Universal access (Free and appropriate public education; FAPE)

• Least restrictive environment (LRE)

• Due Process

• Before PL 94-142, U.S. public schools educated only 1 out of 5 children 

with disabilities…More than 1 million children had no access to the 

public school system…Another 3.5 million children attended school but 

were “warehoused” in segregated facilities and received little or no 

effective instruction*

1990: Renewed & renamed Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

* http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Individuals_with_Disabilities_Education_Act



Americans with Disabilities Act (1990)

• Non-discrimination in the workplace

• Physical access

• Curb cuts

• Wheelchair accessible bathrooms, etc.

• Tennessee v. Lane 2004

• George Lane:  paraplegic

• Polk County Courthouse: 2nd floor, no elevator

• State claims “Sovereign Immunity”

• SCOTUS: 5 to 4 in favor of Lane

• ADA updated & strengthened several times

http://articles.cnn.com/2004-01-12/justice/scotus.wheelchair.access_1_wheelchair-access-disability-polk-county-courthouse?_s=PM:LAW

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supremecourt/text/02-1667



Summing Up



• White upper class monoculture
• British
• American
• German
• Many other “civilized” societies

• Pseudo-science
• Reinforced pre-existing behaviors in the dominant culture

• Racial & ethnic stereotyping
• Imperialism 
• Value set: Conformity, uniformity

• Those who were different received:
• Exclusion / Punishment, or
• Charity

“Then”



• Greater tolerance of diversity, but the range of 
tolerance varies

• Help others not because it is “charity,” but because it is 
the right thing to do

• Today’s science is more open, but there is always the 
danger of “group think”

• Advances have occurred as a result of individual 
bravery plus cultural circumstances

• Rosa Parks
• Linda Brown; The Little Rock 9
• George Lane

“Now”



Resources

� www.wrightslaw.com

� http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/mil.children.barriers.htm

� http://www.wrightslaw.com/info/dod.index.htm

� http://www.stompproject.org/about.asp 

� http://www.militarychild.org/education/special-education-

leaders-institute/

� http://www.militaryk12partners.dodea.edu/index.cfm

� Married with special needs children (A couple’s guide to keeping 

connected). Marshak LE & Prezant, FP. Woodbine House.

� Man’s Search for Meaning. Victor Frankl. (Amazon)
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Racial Discrimination

Eugenics

Rights of the Disabled

Universal 

human 

rights

Survival

of the

Fittest

The Future….

NOT THIS…..



Survival
of the
Fittest

Universal 
human 
rights

http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/factsheet/winning-the-future-for-people-with-disabilities

The Future

…BUT THIS



Challenges

� Special Education

– Preserving legal gains in times of financial hardship

� Adult services

– Mental Health

– Housing

– Employment

– Life care (“Who will care for my child after I’m gone?”)





• Personal Value Set
• Making meaning out of what life gives us
• As the parent or caregiver for children with special 

needs, you are also the guardians of society’s 
conscience.

• Ignore your rights…..and they’ll go away
• Well-behaved people seldom make history
• Be not afraid of greatness: some are born great, 

some achieve greatness, and some have greatness 
thrust upon them

• “Be all that you can be.”



Thank you


